
WICHITA-SEDGWICK COUNTY Agenda Item No. 7 

METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 
 

DATE: November 7, 2022 

 

TO: District 6 Advisory Board  

 

FROM: Stephen M. Banks, Senior Planner, Advanced Plans Division 

 

SUBJECT: DER2022-00008 – Community Investments Plan Update 
 

Recommended Action: That the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission adopt the resolution 

adopting the final draft 2022 Update to the Community Investments Plan 2015-2045 dated 

November 7, 2022 as an addendum to the Comprehensive Plan for Wichita-Sedgwick County 

(Attachment A). Notice of this action shall be transmitted to the City Council of the City of 

Wichita and to the Sedgwick County Board of County Commissioners for their consideration 

and adoption. 

 

Background: In 2015and 2016, The Community Investments Plan was adopted as the Wichita- 

Sedgwick County Comprehensive Plan. This plan included population forecasts or targets of 

448,000 and 610,000 respectively for Wichita and Sedgwick County for the year 2035. The 

Community Investments Plan Steering Committee recommended the population growth 

forecast/targets, which represented an aggressive scenario of growth. This aggressive growth 

scenario was not supported by data and trends available at the time. 

 

Since 2016, the Planning Department has monitored Wichita area population growth. With the 

2020 Census numbers, the Planning Department is recommending that the following elements of 

the Wichita-Sedgwick County Comprehensive Plan be updated: 

• Population Forecast 

• Wichita Future Growth Concept Map, and 

• Funding and Financing. 

 

On August 4, 2022 the Advance Plans Committee received a presentation of the updated 

population forecast and recommended that the MAPC adopt the recommended forecast and 

recommend it to the governing bodies. The population forecast targets remain the same – but is 

estimated to occur at a later date (2045 instead of 2035). The population targets would remain at 

610,000 for Sedgwick County and 448,000 for Wichita. 

 

On September 1, 2022 the Advance Plans Committee received a presentation of the changes to 

the Wichita Future Growth Concept Map generalized land use layer and modification to the 

growth areas. The changes were approved by the Committee. 

 

On September 15, 2022 the Advance Plans Committee a presentation regarding the changes to 

the Capital Improvement Plan funding forecast out to the year 2045. They also viewed and gave 
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feedback to symbology changes to the Wichita Future Growth Concept Map. The recommended 

the changes go forward to the full MAPC so that a public hearing could be set. 

 

With a staff retirement approaching we want to address this issue and do a technical update to 

the Community Investments Plan by the end of November 2022. 

 

Analysis: The Planning Department monitors the Comprehensive Plan and assists the MAPC with 

an annual review of the Comprehensive Plan as required by Kansas Statute 12-747. Based upon 

2020 Census data we reviewed the following Comprehensive Plan elements. 

 

The primary element we are recommending to update is the population forecast. We considered 

the 2020 Census and other factors effecting growth. Two other elements of the Community 

Investments Plan that we also be looked at include the Wichita Future Land Use Guide and the 

financial aspects discussed in the Comprehensive Plan regarding the projected shortfall for 

infrastructure investment. These two elements are directly impacted by a change to the population 

forecast. 

 

An updated population forecast will help Wichita Public Works and Utilities with their water and 

sewer master plans and help WAMPO with decisions for project funding since many 

communities are competing for limited federal and state dollars. 

 

The Future Growth Concept Map gives a picture of where growth of housing and businesses is 

expected to occur during the planning period of the Comprehensive Plan and helps with guiding 

development. 

• Residential and Employment Growth Areas encompass areas that are likely to be 

developed or redeveloped during the Comprehensive Plan planning period with new 

homes or businesses, respectively. It has been updated to reflect feedback from Public 

Works and Utilities, permit data, and the flood plain maps adopted by the City in 2016. 

 

• The underlying land use layer was developed to give the context of generalized existing 

land use conditions. It gives the general character of an area as it exists or is expected to 

be developed at the time of the latest map update. It is not meant to be site prescriptive 

but is meant to serve as a guide. It has been updated to show development activity for the 

last ten years. 

 

An important third element of the Comprehensive Plan is Funding and Financing. The 

population forecast and the growth depicted in the Future Growth Concept Map create a cost by 

their implementation over time. According to Kansas statutes, a specific requirement of a city 

and county comprehensive plan is to identify major sources and expenditures of public revenue 

including long range financial plans for the financing of public facilities and capital 

improvements. By having 10 more years in the population forecast and the Comprehensive Plan 

we can close part of the funding gap identified in the Community Investments Plan. 
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Revision - Population Forecast 

The Planning Department does recommend making a change to the population forecast – not to 

change the amount of population growth, but to change the target date to reach that growth. The 

population forecast targets remain the same – but is estimated to occur at a later date (2045 instead 

of 2035). The population targets would remain at 610,000 for Sedgwick County and 448,000 for 

Wichita. 

 

Staff generated eight scenarios ranging from the slow growth rate witnessed in the last decade to 

the growth rate currently used in the Community Investments Plan. The recommended forecast 

considers national and state forecasts for population and economic growth, local growth trends 

over several decades (1970-2020), and local building industry trends. 

 

While being optimistic in relation to the last decade, the recommended forecast provides a fast 

enough growth rate so that facilities are not undersized and gives us about ten more years to 

implement infrastructure and public service improvements for the population targets of the 

current Community Investments Plan. 

 

Two other items that are impacted with a new population forecast are employment and demand 

for housing. For employment we expect that labor force participation will even out to the rates 

used currently in the Community Investments Plan. This means that the same employment 

increase will be projected forward ten years. Similarly new housing units will follow the same 

development rate with similar household size trends used currently in the Community 

Investments Plan. 

 

Revision - Wichita Future Growth Concept Map 
 

Land Use 

Staff has updated the generalized land use layer to reflect development activity over the 

last ten years. The current Wichita Future Growth Concept Map also poses some difficulty 

in viewing the generalized land use layer when the Residential and Employment Growth 

Areas are placed on top of it. Staff has some changes to how the Residential and 

Employment Growth Areas are depicted on the Wichita Future Growth Concept Map to 

hopefully resolve this issue. The new land use layer is derived using the GIS parcel layer 

which will make it easier to update in the future. 

 

Residential and Employment Growth Areas 

When looking at permit activity from the last decade, both residential and commercial 

construction occurred largely within the growth areas. However, some modifications are 

recommended because Wichita Public Works and Utilities has determined the 

modifications are needed due to project expectations and/or service constraints (e.g. 

servicing with sewer would require pumps requiring more investment than the 

development could benefit at present). Other modifications have to do with land use 

changes and better floodway data that was adopted by the City in 2016. The modifications 

would adjust residential growth areas and employment growth areas by less than 0.5% . 
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Revision - Funding and Financing Element 

For the purposes of this Plan, the term ‘funding’ is used to describe the various sources of 

revenue available for spending/investing. The term ‘financing’ is used to describe the various 

means by which funding is leveraged, combined and utilized for spending/investing purposes. 

 

One of the Core Community Values of this Plan is fiscal responsibility. This value embodies the 

following principles … don’t spend more than you have; spend and invest wisely; take care of 

what you have; and maximize the ‘return-on-investment’ 

 

Presently, there is an estimated $9-10 billion gap between Wichita’s planned future infrastructure 

and facility expenditures and its projected revenues. A key challenge of this Plan is how to close 

that gap over the long-term. By extending the population forecast forward 10 years, there is an 

opportunity to do this. Having an additional ten years allows for an additional 2 billion dollars in 

revenues to be generated for infrastructure. About half of this will be needed to perform 

additional maintenance during the ten additional years, about $1 billion will be for improvement 

and expansion. In total, this will close the gap to $8-9 billion. 

 

Process Timeline: The attached process timeline shows a possible scenario for adopting the 2022 

Update to the Community Investments Plan if the MAPC decides to go forward during the public 

hearing date on November 17th. It would then go to the Wichita City Council and Board of County 

Commissioners for adoption. 

 

Recommended Action: That the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission adopt the resolution 

adopting the final draft 2022 Update to the Community Investments Plan 2015-2045 dated 

November 1, 2022 as an addendum to the Comprehensive Plan for Wichita-Sedgwick County 

(Attachment A). Notice of this action shall be transmitted to the City Council of the City of 

Wichita and to the Sedgwick County Board of County Commissioners for their consideration 

and adoption. 

 

Attachments: 

• Recommended Population Forecast 2045 

• Updated Wichita Future Growth Concept Map 

• Wichita 2045 CIP Forecast 

• Proposed Process Timeline 

• Draft Resolution 
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=Forecast Target Numbers Reached - 610,000 for Sedgwick County =Forecast Target Numbers Reached - 448,000 for Wichita =Forecast Target Numbers Reached - 161,000 for Small Cities and Rural 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10/25/2022 10:43 AM PopForecast-Recommended.xlsx Page 1 

POPULATION 2020 Census Recommended Forecast 2015-16Comp Plan 

 

YEAR 

Sedgwick Co Sedgwick Co Sedgwick Co 

Population Population Population 

0.5%/Yr 0.63%/Yr 0.83%/Yr 

2020 523,824 523,824 523,824 

2021 526,443 527,124 528,194 

2022 529,075 530,445 532,601 

2023 531,721 533,787 537,044 

2024 534,379 537,150 541,525 

2025 537,051 540,534 546,043 

2026 539,736 543,939 550,599 

2027 542,435 547,366 555,192 

2028 545,147 550,814 559,824 

2029 547,873 554,284 564,495 

2030 550,612 557,776 569,204 

2031 553,365 561,290 573,953 

2032 556,132 564,827 578,742 

2033 558,913 568,385 583,570 

2034 561,708 571,966 588,439 

2035 564,516 575,569 593,348 

2036 567,339 579,195 598,299 

2037 570,175 582,844 603,290 

2038 573,026 586,516 608,323 

2039 575,891 590,211 613,399 

2040 578,771 593,929 618,516 

2041 581,665 597,671 623,677 

2042 584,573 601,437 628,880 

2043 587,496 605,226 634,127 

2044 590,433 609,038 639,417 

2045 593,386 612,875 644,752 

2046 596,352 616,737 650,131 

2047 599,334 620,622 655,555 

2048 602,331 624,532 661,024 

2049 605,343 628,466 666,539 

2050 608,369 632,426 672,100 

 

POPULATION 2020 Census Recommended Forecast 2015-16Comp Plan 

 

YEAR 

Wichita 

Population 
0.39%/Yr 

Wichita 

Population 
0.50%/Yr 

Wichita 

Population 
0.67%/Yr 

2020 397,532 397,532 397,532 

2021 399,082 399,498 400,207 

2022 400,639 401,473 402,901 

2023 402,201 403,459 405,612 

2024 403,770 405,454 408,342 

2025 405,345 407,459 411,090 

2026 406,925 409,474 413,857 

2027 408,512 411,498 416,642 

2028 410,106 413,533 419,446 

2029 411,705 415,578 422,269 

2030 413,311 417,633 425,111 

2031 414,923 419,698 427,972 

2032 416,541 421,774 430,852 

2033 418,165 423,859 433,752 

2034 419,796 425,955 436,671 

2035 421,433 428,062 439,610 

2036 423,077 430,179 442,568 

2037 424,727 432,306 445,547 

2038 426,383 434,444 448,545 

2039 428,046 436,592 451,564 

2040 429,716 438,751 454,603 

2041 431,392 440,920 457,662 

2042 433,074 443,101 460,743 

2043 434,763 445,292 463,843 

2044 436,459 447,494 466,965 

2045 438,161 449,707 470,108 

2046 439,870 451,931 473,272 

2047 441,585 454,165 476,457 

2048 443,307 456,411 479,663 

2049 445,036 458,668 482,891 

2050 446,772 460,936 486,141 

 

POPULATION 2020 Census Recommended Forecast 2015-16Comp Plan 

 

YEAR 

Small Cities & 

Rural Population 

Small Cities & 

Rural Population 

Small Cities & 

Rural Population 

2020 126,292 126,292 126,292 

2021 127,361 127,626 127,987 

2022 128,437 128,972 129,700 

2023 129,519 130,328 131,432 

2024 130,609 131,696 133,183 

2025 131,707 133,075 134,953 

2026 132,811 134,465 136,742 

2027 133,923 135,867 138,550 

2028 135,042 137,281 140,378 

2029 136,168 138,706 142,226 

2030 137,302 140,143 144,094 

2031 138,443 141,592 145,981 

2032 139,592 143,053 147,890 

2033 140,748 144,525 149,818 

2034 141,911 146,010 151,768 

2035 143,083 147,507 153,739 

2036 144,262 149,017 155,730 

2037 145,448 150,538 157,743 

2038 146,643 152,072 159,778 

2039 147,845 153,619 161,835 

2040 149,055 155,179 163,913 

2041 150,273 156,751 166,014 

2042 151,499 158,336 168,137 

2043 152,733 159,934 170,283 

2044 153,975 161,545 172,452 

2045 155,225 163,169 174,644 

2046 156,483 164,806 176,859 

2047 157,749 166,457 179,098 

2048 159,024 168,121 181,361 

2049 160,306 169,798 183,648 

2050 161,597 171,489 185,959 
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Wichita 2036-2045 CIP Forecast 
 

Funding Source 2036 2037 2038 2039 2040 2041 2042 2043 2044 2045 2036-2045 Total  

Debt Service Fund 43,464,339 44,538,448 45,639,409 46,767,894 47,924,592 49,110,206 50,325,462 51,571,098 52,847,876 54,156,573 486,345,897 

Local Sales Tax 52,149,649 53,192,642 54,256,494 55,341,624 56,448,457 57,577,426 58,728,974 59,903,554 61,101,625 62,323,657 571,024,102 

State 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 3,000,000 

Federal 2,200,000 2,200,000 2,200,000 2,200,000 2,200,000 2,200,000 2,200,000 2,200,000 2,200,000 2,200,000 22,000,000 

Special Assessments 30,000,000 30,000,000 30,000,000 30,000,000 30,000,000 30,000,000 30,000,000 30,000,000 30,000,000 30,000,000 300,000,000 

Water 32,741,470 33,396,299 34,064,225 34,745,509 35,440,420 36,149,228 36,872,213 37,609,657 38,361,850 39,129,087 358,509,956 

Sewer 17,426,965 17,775,504 18,131,014 18,493,634 18,863,507 19,240,777 19,625,593 20,018,105 20,418,467 20,826,836 190,820,401 To Priority 1 To Priority 2 & 3 

Stormwater 6,161,721 6,284,955 6,410,654 6,538,867 6,669,645 6,803,037 6,939,098 7,077,880 7,219,438 7,363,827 67,469,122 Maintenance Improve/Expand 
 184,444,143 187,687,847 191,001,797 194,387,530 197,846,620 201,380,675 204,991,339 208,680,294 212,449,255 216,299,979 1,999,169,478 979,593,044 1,019,576,434 



Process Timeline for the Comprehensive Plan Update 
 

MAPC sets hearing  October 6, 2022 1:30 PM 

MAPC Hearing  November 17, 2022 1:30 PM 

 

DABs/CABs 

DAB 3 Wed November 2, 2022 6:30 PM 

DAB 1 Mon November 7, 2022 6:00 PM 

DAB 4 Mon November 7, 2022 6:30 PM 

DAB 5 Mon November 7, 2022 6:30 PM 

DAB 6 Mon November 7, 2022 6:30 PM 

CAB 3 Mon November 7, 2022 7:00 PM 

CAB 2 Tue November 8, 2022  

CAB 4 Mon November 14, 2022 6:00 PM 

DAB 2 Mon November 14, 2022 6:30 PM 

CAB 1 Mon November 21, 2022  

CAB 5 Fri December 2, 2022 4:30 AM 

 

WCC/BoCC 

WCC  November 22, 2022 9:00 AM 

BoCC  December 7, 2022 9:00 AM 
 


